IT°5 THE GUESTION ALL
THE KIPS ARE ASKING:

WHO’S THIS “AEON
FLUX” THE MOVIE
MARKETEERS KEEP
TELLING U5 ABOUT?

WELL, SHE’S THE HEROINE
OF A 5CI-FI ACTION FLICK

IN THE MOVIE,
SHE’S A SEXY,
ACROBATIC
REVOLUTIONARY
ASSASSIN.

WELL, IN 1990 I TURNEP
UP IN A SERIES OF
WORPLESS CARTOON
SHORTS ON MTV’S
“LIQUIP TELEVISION.”

ACTUALLY

I KNOW/ REMEMBER
WHEN MTV WAS

INTERESTING?

BUT SHE’S
AL50 BEEN
KICKING
AROUNP FOR
15 YEARS —-
AS A CULT
CARTOON
CHARACTER.

WHY, HERE
SHE COMES

RO00l7/
-

“I’P HEROICALLY KILL THOUSANPS OF
FACELESS SOLPIERS IN ONE SHORT...”

“... ANP THEN CREATOR

PETER CHUNG WouLD

LINGER ON THOSE SAME
SOLPIERS SUFFERING AND
PYING IN THE NEXT!™

THE SHOW WAS PENSE,
€OOL, PERSONAL, ANP
PERVERSE — ANP
“APULT™ IN WAYS THAT
HAPD NOTHING TO PO WITH

N POOF JOKE5. A

ALL THE HALLMARKS
OF THE MTV SHORTS
WERE THERE, ONLY
WRIT LARGE...

POOMEP
LOVE/

' THE DIALOGUE

ANP PLOTS IN
THOSE LONGER TV
EPISOPES WERE A
LITTLE, UM,
ESOTERIC.

AND, BEST
OF ALL, T
FINALLY 60T
TO SPEAK.

YOURE OUT

OK. BUT
EVERYONE
TENPEP TO
TALK LIKE

THIS...

SEE, I LOVE HOW
PETER CHUNG PEFIED
FAN EXPECTATIONS!

I TAKE CONTROL!

INSANE
MACHINES!

UNHOLY

’
FUTILITY! CREATURES!

PHARMALOLOGY!

“ANP TREVOR GOOPCHILD WAS
ALWAYS GOING OFF ON THOSE
ORWELLIAN RANTS...”
‘THE PEMIURGE’ ™....

“THE UNOBSERVEP.
STATE 15 A FO6 OF
PROBABILITIES ...

“THERE CAN BE NO
JUSTICE WITHOUT
TRUTH. BUT WHAT
15 TRUTH? TELL
ME, IF YOU KNOW...
ANP T WILL NOT
BELIEVE YOU!”

“ANP THEN - 600D GRIEF —
THERE WAS THE NARRATION THAT
CLOSED THAT ONE EPISODE,

“IF BUT THE CO5MOS COULP POSSIBLY

“THAT Whicy
POES NoT HAVE COME ABOUT INNOCENT OF
KILL 45 HISTORY ... RATHER THAN THAT ITS
MAKES (5 ONLY TRIUMPH BE PERFORMEP AT THE
STRANGER. » MERCY OF ALL IT5 ERROR!”

ANPD YOU PIEP IN EVERY
STORY, RIGHT?

THEN, IN 1995,
MTV 6AVE YOu
YOUR OWN SHOW.

EVERY WEEK, T
BATTLEP PICTATOR
TREVOR
GOOPCHILD.

THAT’S RIGHT.
TEN EPISODES.

FREAKY BODY

!
PISMEMBERMENT! MOPIFICATION!

INFECTION!

AS I RECALL, T
WAS TRYING TO
ASSASSINATE
B60P IN THAT
EPISOPE!

AND ANYWAY =
IT WAS STILL
BETTER THAN
THE “MATRIX™
SEGUELS.

50. CAN A LIVE-ACTION,
P6-13 MOVIE CAPTURE
ALL THIS PELIRIOUS,
METAPHORICAL WEIRPNESS?

PO I LOOK LIKE
CHARLIZE THERON?
T HAVE NO IPEA!
I HAVEN’T SEEN
IT YET!

fLET’ﬁ JACK INTO TME\
WORLP WEB
INTRANET/

TO WHICH ONE REAPER
REPLIED: “IF THEY CAN’T
MAKE A MOVIE AS EPGY AS A
SERIES OF TWO-MINUTE
CARTOONS THAT RAN ON MTV
10 YEARS AGO...”

ACCORPING TO
AINTITCOOL.COM, THE
PROPUCERS SAID AT THE
SAN PIEGO COMICON

THAT THEIR “FLUX™ “WON’T
BE AS HARD—-CORE A% IN THE
ORIGINAL CARTOON.”

UH, I CAN’T
SAY THE REST
IN A FAMILY
NEWSPAPER.

EARLY-1990’s
“CYBERSPACE COWB0Y”STILE!

ANYWAY. WHO*S TO SAY YOU
CAN’T TAKE A NONLINEAR
CARTOON ANP MAKE
IT WORK
AS NARRATIVE?

:' WELL, THERE WAS
“TANK GIRL™..

ENPNOTES anp PIGRESSI0NS:

1. All snark aside, the author has absolutely no idea how the live-action movie turned out. :
(It's not even being screened for critics where | reside.) Directed by the woman who helmed
“Girlfight,” “Aeon" 2005 is apparently a fairly linear enterprise - with Flux (now a good-old-
fashioned “freedom fighter" rather than an anarchic assassin) and Goodchild double-crossing :

each other in a pseudo-Utopian, postapocalyptic “last human city” 400 years hence.

Peter Chung reinvented Flux himself so many times, | have no objection to one more permutation

of the character. But one wonders ifthis crew can capture the pure imagination explosion
of Chung’s elaborately perverse cartoons - much lessin a film that's rated PG-13. But a few
early images are promising. There are killer blades of grass. Whistle-controlled ball-bearing
bombs. Interchangeable eyeballs. And a female assassin with hands for feet. Whether the
film’s story, action, and ideas equal those outrageous concepts is unknown at this writing.
2. Regardless of how the movie turns out, the really good news is that it inspired
MTV Home Entertainment to release “Aeon Flux: The Complete Animated
Collection™ - a three-disc DVD box set containing all the cartoons, remastered, with

commentaries and documentaries. This is a unique, deeply personal, and occasionally
aggravating animation achievement
phors, philosophy, bizarre tangents, and drug references - and | seriously doubt we'll
ever see its like on mainstream television (much less MTV) ever again.

reveling in narrative puzzles, archetypes, meta

3. It should go without saying that Ms. Flux (and the DVD stills excerpted in

this comic) are the copyrighted creations of Mr. Peter Chung, MTV Networks, and

heaven knows who else.
4. Feel free to contact the author at his website, www.CulturePulp.com.



